CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS CHRIST
Jesus Reveals Himself as the “I AM”   John 7:1 – 8:59


“The Feast of Tabernacles was associated with the ingathering of the harvest of grapes and olives.  The feast occurred for seven days and was the most popular of the three principal Jewish feasts. People built makeshift structures of light branches and leaves to live in for the week.”  


The MacArthur Bible Commentary”  John MacArthur p. 1378
I   Before the Feast of Tabernacles   7:1-13










Brothers:  Why don’t you go public in Judea?  v.1-5

“Not right time for me, any time is right for you.


World hates me – I testify it does evil  v.6-9

When and how does He go? V.10 

What were the Jews saying?  v.11


What were the crowds whispering?  Why?  v.12,13
II   At the Feast of Tabernacles   7:14 – 8:1

When does He go, what does He do?  v.14

Jews: How did this man get such learning? v.15  

“My teaching is not my own





Moses gave you the Law – you don’t keep it


Why are you trying to kill me?” v.16-19

Crowd: You are demon-possessed, 


who is trying to kill you?  v.20

“I did a miracle on the Sabbath.


A child can be circumcised on the Sabbath.


Why are you angry with me for healing man?’
‘


Think!  Make right judgment!”  v.21-24

Some:  Isn’t this the man - trying to kill?  v.25-27

 “I am not here on my own, 

He who sent me is true – you don’t know Him


I know Him – I am from Him, He sent Me.” v.28,29
How do the crowd and Pharisees respond?  v.30 – 32

“I am here a short time – go to One Who sent me.

You will not find me, cannot come.” v.33,34

Jews:  Where is He going to go – we can’t find Him?  v.35,36
Last Day of Feast:   “Anyone thirsty –come to me and drink.


Believe in Me –Living Water flow from within”  v.37,38


“A golden container filled with water from the pool of Siloam was carried in procession by the high priest back to the temple.  As the procession came to the Water Gate on the south side of the inner temple court, three trumpet blasts were made to mark the joy of the occasion and the people recited Isaiah 12:3. . . the priests  would march around the altar with the water container while the temple choir sang Psalm 113-118.  The water was offered in sacrifice to God.  Jesus used this event to make a very public invitation for His people to accept Him as the living water.”


The MacArthur Bible Commentary”  John MacArthur p. 1382


What do the people think and want to do?  v.40-44

What do the temple guards say?  v.45,46

How do the Pharisees answer?  v.47-49

“The Pharisees explained Jesus’ popularity among the populace by suggesting that the people were too ignorant to recognize Jesus as a deceiver.  The irony of the situation was that the Pharisees, not the mob, were under God’s wrath because they rejected God’s revelation in Jesus.”


What does Nicodemus ask them to do?  v.50,51

“Even though Nicodemus was a respected teacher in the nation, he was insulted by the other members of the Sanhedrin.  Their prejudice and hatred against Jesus were already strong enough to overthrow reason.  The Sanhedrin accused Nicodemus of being as ignorant as the Galileans.”

“These reactions have become universal patterns for reactions to Him through the ages. . . .:  the convinced, the contrary,  the hostile, the confused, and the reaction of the religious authorities.”  The MacArthur Bible Commentary”  John MacArthur p. 1380
The next day  “I am the Light of the world; Follow Me

Never walk in darkness, have light of life.” 8:12

Pharisees: “That’s what you say!”  v.13

“I know where I came from and am going.


I stand with the Father, Who sent Me.


I testify for myself; my other witness is the Father.


Pharisees: “Where is your Father?”  v. 19

“If you knew me, you would know the Father.”

I am going away, you will look for Me


You will die in your sin.” v.19-21

Jews:  Will He kill Himself?  v.22

“I am from above, not of this world.  


If you don’t believe, you will die in your sins.” v.23,24

Jews: “Who are you?”  v.25

“What I have been claiming all along.  


What I hear from He who sent me, I tell the world.” v.25,26

What did they not understand? v.27

When you have lifted up the Son of Man you will know

The One who sent Me is with Me, 

I always please Him.” v.28,29
III   What did the Jews who believed need to know? v.31-58
    Two kinds of SLAVERY: physical and spiritual  

“Hold my teaching, really my disciples.


Know the truth, truth will set you free.” v.31,32

Jews:  We aren’t slaves, how can we be set free?  v.33
    Two FATHERS:  GOD or the Devil


“Anyone who sins is a slave to sin

You are Abraham’s descendants, but no room for my word


You do what you have heard from your father.”  v.34-38

Jews: “ Abraham is our father”  v.39

“You are determined to kill me – 


Abraham did not do such things.


Your do the things your own father does.” v.39-41

Jews:  “We aren’t illegitimate (like you),


 God is our Father.” v.41

“If God were your Father, you would love Me


He sent Me – you are unable to hear what I say.


You belong to your father, the devil.


He was a murderer from the beginning, 


A liar and the father of lies


You do not hear - you do not belong to God.” v.42-47.

Jews:  “You are a Samaritan and demon-possessed.” v.48
   Two kinds of DEATH:  physical and spiritual

“I honor my Father – you dishonor Me.


If anyone keeps My word, never see death.” v.49-51

Jews:  You ARE demon-possessed
 

Abraham and prophets died.


Who do you think you are? v.52.53


“My Father glorifies Me


You do not know Him, but I know Him

Abraham saw my day and was glad.”

Before Abraham was ‘I AM’”  v.54-58

What did the Jews realize when He said this?


What would they have done if possible?  v.59

“To know the truth is not to intellectually comprehend, but to experience.  To know the truth: is not to focus on a body of knowledge, but to live in touch with reality as God knows reality.  To “hold to” Jesus’ teachings is not a reference to doctrinal purity, but to a commitment to put Jesus’ teachings into daily practice.  To be “free” is not to live selfishly, doing whatever one wants whenever one wants, but to live a disciplined and godly life which releases us from our bondage to sin – all this if we are only willing to really be disciples.” 
“The Teacher’s Commentary Lawrence O Richards p.729
