CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS CHRIST
“Jesus Prays for His Disciples”   John 17:6-26

“And now, after these wonderful three years and after all this intimacy and rich fellowship, He tells them that He is about to leave them.  They are utterly crestfallen and dumbfounded, and He, looking at them, can see it.  He reads their minds and understands their spirits, and so He begins by saying, ‘Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in me.’  Then He proceeds to unfold for them this wonderful doctrine, this, to them amazing idea that it was expedient for them that He would go away, that they were going to be in a better, not a worse, position as a result of His going, because He was going to prepare a place for them.  Not only that, He was going to send them another Comforter who would be in them and He would come and dwell in them by the Holy Spirit – that extraordinary doctrine of the indwelling Christ, of the of the abiding of the Father and the Son in the very life of the believer.  


But He does not stop at that.  He now prays for them, in order that they may know that when He has left them here on earth, when He has gone to be with the Father, He is still going to be praying for them.  He not only tells them in doctrine and teaching, He wants them to see that He is committing them to the Father, so that they may know that they are never left to themselves, but that in all circumstances and conditions He will still be looking after them.  He will be their great Intercessor, indeed the Father Himself is concerned about them.  That is His object and purpose in praying this prayer audibly, that they may come to know the concern He has about them, and will continue to have even though He is going to be out of their sight.”  
“Saved in Eternity”  Vol. II Martyn Lloyd-Jones  p.12,13
I    Why He prays for His Disciples   v.6-19

Whose they are   



Yours  - You gave to Me   v.6,9,10

What they know   



That I came from You   v.7


You sent Me   v.8

Why they know this   



I gave them Your words   v.8


Given them Your word   v.14

What they have done   



Obeyed Your word   v.6


Accepted words You gave to Me   v.8

What they need



Protection




How   v.11



Why   v.15


Unity   v.11


Joy   v.13


Sanctification   v.17,19

Why they need these


Still in the world   v.14


World hates them   v.16


Not of the world   v.18
 Why Christians are not of the world:

Have a different standing:  in Christ, accepted in the Beloved


Possess a different nature:  of the Spirit, holy 


Serve a different Master:  the Lord Christ


Have a different aim: to glorify God


Have a different citizenship:  in heaven


Have a different destiny:  the Father’s house on High


Their Mission



Sent into the world   v.18
II    What He Prays for All Believers   v.19-26

What they need



Unity   v.21


Union   v.22,23


To be with Him, see His glory   v.24

Why He prays



World may know You sent Me, Loved them   v.23



Love You have for Me be in them, I in them   v.26
III    How has this prayer been answered?   


Protection    Eph. 6:10,11;  I Peter 5:8,9

Unity   Acts 2:1-4;  Eph. 4:4,5     


Joy   Gal. 5:22;  Acts 13:52

Sanctification   I Cor.1:30;  I Peter 1:2;   I Thess. 5:23,24
